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Tina Manis Associates, LLC is a design practice 
dedicated to facilitating the complex process of 
creating space. Our mission is to bring to fruition the 
programmatic, physical and cultural contexts of site, 
materials, and economic boundaries surrounding each 
project and through the inventive management of those 
resources, redefining the common perception of beauty 
in built form. We explore not only the architectural 
presence in the immediate context, but also its 
presence in the global, urban, and regional settings; 
contexts and scales from the most infinite to the most 
intimate.

We believe every architectural endeavor is an 
investment of valued resources and each project 
affords a unique experience. Our process involves 
a comprehensive analysis, draws on creativity and 
cumulative expertise and results in a design that solves 
real problems to enhance spatial and ephemeral 
experience.

Our motivation is to transcend the apparent parameters 
and limitations of any given project to recognize 
greater potential. We explore the resonance of space 
expressed through subtle gestures discovered during 
the process of making with awareness that the smallest 
detail contributes to the integrity of a space and 
becomes an integral part of the whole. Inthis, spatial 
expression and architectural constructs are fully 
synthesized. Ultimately, an architecture evolves that 
consciously and unconsciously reflects and transcends 
the contemporary condition; a piece of real world 
telling us something new about ourselves.

TMA’s exploration of this relationship between beauty 
and economy, both theoretical and built results in an 
architecture that is incisive and innovative and subverts 
traditional preconceptions, defining a new economy  
of beauty.
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By Diana Lind

� � � �It s hard, it s frustrating, it s wonderful, and it� �s exciting. Tina Manis is talking about
the office she started three years ago and runs today, but could be just as easily describing
raising a family. A young mother, Manis is in a position that is still surprisingly rare in the 
architecture field: She is the sole, female owner of an architecture firm whose two
employees are also women. � We were saying the other day we could use some 
testosterone, but actually I think we have enough testosterone among us,�  Manis says,
explaining that there� s no intentional gender bias at her office.

The work of Tina Manis Associates (TMA), in New
York City, expresses femininity not in clichéd terms of 
curves and pastel colors, but in its approach to
process. � We have a consciousness of and sensitivity
to the everyday rhythm of residential work and also of 
the intricacies and politics of commercial work,�  Manis 
says. � What we make and how we conceptualize our
work is neutral. I� ve always wanted that� I never
wanted to play by a man� s rules, but
I didn� �t want to play Sex in the City either.

Manis, who has worked for Rem Koolhaas and Richard
Rogers, clearly relishes setting up her office on her 
own terms. Going it alone has given her the advantage
of being able to work in a nonhierarchical
fashion� �there s no one person barking out orders.
While she� s not afraid to make demands of her 
employees, she notes, � �It s important to know that
there exists another alternative, and you can still do 
amazing work.� � She s perfecting a kind of office 
lifestyle that allows for the inclusion of personal
life� out-of-office concerns such as family� while
maintaining a high level of professional rigor.

The practice is right now at a turning point. TMA recently completed a new town house in
Brooklyn, New York� a rare and exhilarating opportunity to build ground-up construction in a
city where there are a decreasing number of vacant lots. With this project, Manis had ideal
clients. They said to her, � We have these program needs, but you do your thing.�  Despite
a � phenomenally low budget,�  she had the liberty to express a full range of her ideas, one
of which is finding beauty in the � things that seemingly have no value.� � She adds, We
can take the most banal, boring material and actually invent with it. We� re very interested in 
that kind of strategy towards architecture.�  TMA also just completed the first phase of a
studio in Queens, New York, for Japanese artist Takashi Murakami.

Much of Manis� s current work is residential, although she says, � I would like to move the 
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